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Dear Sir: 



AMENDMENT 



RECEIVED 
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This is filed in response to the Office Action mailed in the above-noted patent application 
on February 28, 2001 . Kindly consider the following amendments and remarks. 



In the Claims: 



Please replace claims 1, 57 and 69 with amended claims 1, 57 and 69 as follows: 



1. (Amended) A method of enriching for and identifying a nucleic acid sequence difference 
with respect to a reference sequence comprising: 

a) contacting a nucleic acid sample with a molecule comprising a sequence-specific 
binding activity under conditions which permit specific binding, wherein said sample comprises 
a subset of nucleic acid molecules having a sequence that binds to said sequence-specific binding 
activity, and wherein a bound subset of nucleic acid molecules is retained by the sequence- 
specific binding activity, such that the subset of bound nucleic acid molecules is enriched for 
molecules comprising the sequence recognized by the sequence specific binding activity; and 

b) detecting a sequence difference with respect to a reference sequence in the subset of 
nucleic acid molecules, 

wherein steps (a) and (b) enrich for and identify a nucleic acid sequence difference with respect 
to a reference sequence. 
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